June 17, 2013

Dream. In the United States, we are a
Nation of opportunity, a country that
provides everyone the chance to follow
their ideas, to innovate, to explore, to
create, and to build.

In the United States, this Nation of
opportunity is best represented by the
millions of small businesses that make
our economy grow and put our friends
and neighbors to work. That’s why I'm
proud today to speak to recognize Na-
tional Small Business Week.

More than two out of every three new
jobs created in our country are made
possible by small businesses. As we
spend this week highlighting the inno-
vations and successes of small busi-
nesses across the country, let us renew
our efforts to help all Americans get
back to work with bipartisan and com-
monsense legislation that helps these
small businesses grow and hire new em-
ployees.

Madam Speaker, we must continue to
work together to harness the full eco-
nomic drive of the United States econ-
omy, and that drive is led by the men
and women in the engine room of each
and every small business across our
great Nation.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
Foxx). Pursuant to clause 12(a) of rule
I, the Chair declares the House in re-
cess until approximately 5 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 9 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
O 1700

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. COLLINS of New York) at
5 p.m.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Sherman
Williams, one of his secretaries.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

———
IDAHO WILDERNESS WATER
RESOURCES PROTECTION ACT

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 876) to authorize the contin-
ued use of certain water diversions lo-
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cated on National Forest System land
in the Frank Church-River of No Re-
turn Wilderness and the Selway-Bitter-
root Wilderness in the State of Idaho,
and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 876

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Idaho Wil-
derness Water Resources Protection Act”.
SEC. 2. TREATMENT OF EXISTING WATER DIVER-

SIONS IN FRANK CHURCH-RIVER OF
NO RETURN WILDERNESS AND
SELWAY-BITTERROOT WILDERNESS,
IDAHO.

(a) AUTHORIZATION FOR CONTINUED USE.—
The Secretary of Agriculture shall issue a
special use authorization to the owners of a
water storage, transport, or diversion facil-
ity (in this section referred to as a ‘‘facil-
ity”’) located on National Forest System
land in the Frank Church-River of No Return
Wilderness and the Selway-Bitterroot Wil-
derness for the continued operation, mainte-
nance, and reconstruction of the facility if
the Secretary determines that—

(1) the facility was in existence on the date
on which the land upon which the facility is
located was designated as part of the Na-
tional Wilderness Preservation System (in
this section referred to as ‘‘the date of des-
ignation’’);

(2) the facility has been in substantially
continuous use to deliver water for the bene-
ficial use on the owner’s non-Federal land
since the date of designation;

(3) the owner of the facility holds a valid
water right for use of the water on the own-
er’s non-Federal land under Idaho State law,
with a priority date that predates the date of
designation; and

(4) it is not practicable or feasible to relo-
cate the facility to land outside of the wil-
derness and continue the beneficial use of
water on the non-Federal land recognized
under State law.

(b) TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—

(1) REQUIRED TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—In a
special use authorization issued under sub-
section (a), the Secretary shall—

(A) allow use of motorized equipment and
mechanized transport for operation, mainte-
nance, or reconstruction of a facility, if the
Secretary determines that—

(i) the use is necessary to allow the facility
to continue delivery of water to the non-Fed-
eral land for the beneficial uses recognized
by the water right held under Idaho State
law; and

(ii) the use of nonmotorized equipment and
nonmechanized transport is impracticable or
infeasible; and

(B) preclude use of the facility for the stor-
age, diversion, or transport of water in ex-
cess of the water right recognized by the
State of Idaho on the date of designation.

(2) DISCRETIONARY TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—
In a special use authorization issued under
subsection (a), the Secretary may—

(A) require or allow modification or reloca-
tion of the facility in the wilderness, as the
Secretary determines necessary, to reduce
impacts to wilderness values set forth in sec-
tion 2 of the Wilderness Act (16 U.S.C. 1131)
if the beneficial use of water on the non-Fed-
eral land is not diminished; and

(B) require that the owner provide a recip-
rocal right of access across the non-Federal
property, in which case, the owner shall re-
ceive market value for any right-of-way or
other interest in real property conveyed to
the United States, and market value may be
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paid by the Secretary, in whole or in part, by
the grant of a reciprocal right-of-way, or by
reduction of fees or other costs that may ac-
crue to the owner to obtain the authoriza-
tion for water facilities.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Utah (Mr. BISHOP) and the gentleman
from the Northern Mariana Islands
(Mr. SABLAN) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Utah.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to
include extraneous materials on the
bill under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah?

There was no objection.

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

This bill was a great bill the first
time we passed it, the second time we
passed it, and it is still a great bill, and
it’s necessary for the good people of
Idaho.

So I would yield such time as he may
consume to the gentleman from Idaho
(Mr. SIMPSON).

Mr. SIMPSON. I thank the gen-
tleman from Utah for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 876, the Idaho Wilderness Water
Resources Protection Act. This bipar-
tisan, noncontroversial legislation is a
technical fix intended to enable the
Forest Service to authorize and permit
existing historical water diversions
within the Idaho wilderness.

A few years ago, one of my constitu-
ents came to me for help with a prob-
lem. The Middle Fork Lodge has a
water diversion within the Frank
Church-River of No Return Wilderness
Area that existed before the wilderness
area was established and is protected
under statute.

The diversion was beginning to leak
and was in desperate need of repairs to
ensure that it did not threaten the en-
vironment and watershed, but it turned
out that the Forest Service did not
have the authority to issue the lodge a
permit to make the necessary repairs.

As we looked into this issue, we dis-
covered that the Forest Service lacked
this authority throughout both the
Frank Church-River of No Return Wil-
derness, where there are 22 Kknown
water developments, and the Selway-
Bitterroot Wilderness, where there are
three. These diversions are primarily
used to support irrigation and minor
hydropower generation for use on non-
Federal lands. While the critical situa-
tion at the Middle Fork Lodge brought
this issue to my attention, it is obvious
to me that this problem is larger than
just one diversion. At some point in
the future, all 25 of these existing di-
versions will need maintenance or re-
pair work done to ensure their integ-
rity.
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